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Recommendation (s) to the decision maker (s)
RECOMMENDATION- 

That the Alcohol, Entertainment and Late Night Refreshment Committee  consider this application 
for a premises licence at a premises known as Forbidden Forest at Grimsthorpe Castle, Main 
Road, Grimsthorpe PE10 OLZ and the views of the representations made by Lincolnshire Police, 
bearing in mind the four licensing objectives:

 The Prevention of Crime and Disorder
 Public Safety
 The Prevention of Public Nuisance
 The Protection of children from harm.

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Meeting%20agenda%20@southkesteven
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1
http://facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1


1 The Background to the Report
1.1 On 28 January 2019 I received a telephone call from Mr Arron Moss, the event organiser 

for Exurbia Events who wanted advice on what he needed to do about setting up meetings 
with relevant responsible authorities regarding an application he was proposing to submit 
for a large scale event within Grimsthorpe Castle.

1.2 During the conversation Arron advised he had a meeting planned with Sarah from the Safety 
Advisory Group (SAG) on 5 February 2019.  I told him the police are normally at those 
meetings but I recommended that he contact PC Gina McConville, the police licensing 
officer prior to the meeting date to make sure she was going to attend and for him to discuss 
his application with her as she would advise what the police would expect to see on the 
application form.

1.3 On 31 January 2019 I received an email from PC McConville that confirmed she had spoken 
with Arron.

1.4 An application for a premises licence was eventually submitted to the Licensing Team on 
11 February 2019.  Appendix 1. 

1.5 Lincolnshire Police submitted a representation to the application by email on Friday, 8 March 
2019 which was picked up by me on Monday, 11 March 2019.  Appendix 2.

1.6 The police are objecting to the application under the following licensing objectives:

a The Prevention of Crime and Disorder
b Public Safety
c Prevention of Public Nuisance

1.7 The Police allege they have evidence which identifies serious concerns associating drug 
use at a previous Forbidden Forest Event at Donington Park Race Circuit and evidence of 
further problems which resulted in media interest and a licence review hearing for another 
Forbidden Forest event held at Wymeswold Airfield.

1.8 The full details of the Police’s representation and evidence can be found at Appendix 2.

1.9 The Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy gives advice to applicants for large scale 
events.  The Guidance to Applicants we provide also advises any applicant for a premises 
licence to have close liaison with the responsible authorities and interested parties for their 
views and assistance before the application is submitted.  Both documents are available on 
the website. 

1.10 Further information was received by email on Wednesday, 20 April 2019 from the applicant 
in mitigation to the police representation.  It was also sent to the police at the same time.  
This is attached as appendix 3.  At the time of writing this report, no response has been 
received from the police.

2 Options available to the Committee
2.1 Where relevant representations are made, the authority must:-

i Hold a hearing to consider them, unless the authority, the applicant and each person 
who has made such representations agree that a hearing is unnecessary, and



ii Having regard to the representations, take such of the steps mentioned below (if any) 
as it considers necessary for the promotion of the licensing objectives.  The steps are:

(a) Grant the licence subject to conditions that are consistent with the  operating schedule 
modified to the extent that the Committee considered appropriate for the promotion of 
the licensing objectives and any mandatory conditions that must be included under the 
Licensing Act 2003;

(b) exclude from the scope of the licence a licensable activity to which the   application 
relates;

(c) refuse to specify a person in the licence as premises supervisor;

(d)    reject the application.

2.2 The licensing authority should give appropriate weight to;

I. The steps that are appropriate to promote the licensing objectives.
II. The representations (including supporting information) presented by the parties.

III. The guidance issued under section 182 of the licensing Act 2003.
IV. South Kesteven District Council’s Licensing Policy

                        

2.3 The Guidance issued under Section 182 of the Licensing Act states at 9.37 that;

“As a matter of practice, Licensing Authorities should seek to focus the hearing on the steps 
considered appropriate to promote the particular licensing objective or objectives that have 
given rise to the specific representation and avoid straying into undisputed areas.  A 
responsible authority or other person may choose to rely on their written representation.  
They may not add further representations to those disclosed to the applicant prior to the 
hearing, but they may expand on their existing representation and should be allowed 
sufficient time to do so, within reasonable and practicable limits.”

3 Financial Implications 
3.1 There are no specific financial implications associated with this report, however, in the event 

of an applicant, responsible authority or interested person making an appeal against a 
decision which was then subsequently upheld, the council may incur additional legal costs.

Financial Implications reviewed by: Richard Wyles, Assistant Director Resources

4 Legal and Governance Implications 
4.1 This is an application for a new premises licence under S17 of the Licensing Act 2003. The 

Committee should consider whether the application is likely to impact on the promotion of 
the licensing objectives.   In reaching the decision the Committee should consider, the steps 
that are appropriate to promote the licensing objectives, the representations (including 
supporting information) presented by  the parties, the guidance issued under S182 of the 
Licensing Act 2003 and the Council’s own statement of licensing policy.  

Legal Implications reviewed by: Shelley Hardy

5 Equality and Safeguarding Implications 



5.1 Not applicable.

6 Risk and Mitigation
6.1 Not applicable.

7 Community Safety Implications 
7.1 Community Safety Implications will be considered in accordance with the licensing 

objectives and the duty to consider in accordance with s.17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 
1998.

8 Appendices
1 Application for a premises licence.
1b Event safety management plan.
2 Representation from Lincolnshire Police.
3 Applicant responses to the Polices’ representation. 

9 Background Papers
9.1 Statement of Licensing Policy 6 January 2016.            

www.southkesteven.gov.uk/licensingpolicy

9.2 Guidance to Applicants
http://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=8303

9.3       Guidance issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/
705588/Revised_guidance_issued_under_section_182_of_the_Licensing_Act_2003__April_2018
_.pdf

http://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/licensingpolicy
http://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=8303

